
 

 

 

                        

  

Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021  

 

Merkle’s Mental Health Moment - Getting ready to go back into the classroom 
Dr. Erich Merkle, Pupil Adjustment Program, Office of Special Education, Akron Public Schools 
Over the past 18 months, children have learned how to pivot from virtual learning to hybrid models and in some cases, back 
to in-person instruction. As the new school year begins, students return carrying stress from the prior school year, 
transitioning out of summer break and beginning school with the pandemic surging. Some students may be fearful of sitting 
in classroom settings, contracting COVID-19 or leaving their parents after spending many months together during the 
pandemic. Nationwide Children's Hospital “On Our Sleeves” offers seven things families can do to make transitioning easier. 
Most children typically overcome these challenges in a few weeks, but if your child continues to struggle, be sure to talk to 
your child's teacher, school counselor or pediatrician.  
 

APS returns to school using a staggered schedule 
APS is following every safety precaution to ensure a healthy return for students who started school this week. Nearly 
20,000 students returned for in-person learning while roughly 900 students decided to learn remotely using APS Online. The 
district staggered when students start school so they can comfortably return with a small group of people. The staggered 
system is determined by grade level. This year, grades 4-7 and 9-10 began Monday, grades 8, 11 and 12 returned on 
Wednesday and Pre-K – 3 started today.  
 
Whether students are learning remotely or in person, APS is keeping the health and safety of students, along with a quality 
education, a priority. The district is following and respecting protocols from health experts so all students can eventually 
return to the classroom.  
 

APS COVID-19 protocol reminders  
Our COVID-19 protocols are based on recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics, Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) and local public health officials. APS is implementing these health protocols to keep all of our students, 
teachers and staff healthy and safe at school:  

• Monitoring symptoms of all students and staff 

• Requiring students, teachers and staff to wear masks while indoors (unless a medical exception is presented) 

• Frequent hand washing/sanitizing 

• Deep cleaning of high-use items (desks, doorknobs, restrooms) and school buildings 

• Implementing a three-foot social distancing rule when possible 

• Providing signs and floor markings to ensure proper and safe movement throughout buildings  

• Educating students on ways to stay healthy (proper hand washing, cough and sneeze etiquette, how to wear masks 
correctly)  

A full list of health and safety measures can be found on the APS Learning 2021-22 site.  
 

Vaccine incentives for Summit County residents  
Summit County Public Health is offering $100 Visa or MasterCard gift cards to those who receive their first dose of a COVID-
19 vaccine. The offer began Aug. 27 and is available while supplies last. Participants must be 12 years old or older and 
receive the vaccine through the Summit County Health Department to be eligible. All three vaccines will be offered. Learn 
more.  

 

APS and Stay in the Game distribute 150 pairs of top-brand athletic shoes to select students 
The APS Office of Student Support and Security in partnership with the Cleveland Browns Stay in the Game attendance 
initiative distributed a pair of top-brand athletic shoes to select students who attended a summer program. Students who 
participated in an APS summer program received a ticket for each day they attended. The more a student attended, the 
more tickets they received. At the end of each program, tickets were entered into a drawing where select students won a 
pair of top-brand athletic shoes. The APS Student Services team delivered shoes to more than 150 students just in time for 
the new school year!  

 
A new learning space created for Harris-Jackson kindergartners   
Kindergarten enrollment rates at Harris-Jackson increased as the new school year arrived, thus leaving limited space in the 
building. The district quickly created a space for the 130 kindergartners to now learn inside Essex Elementary School. For 
this year, these kindergarten students will be transported on school buses to Essex to learn in what is now called the Harris-
Jackson Annex. The district is working on creating a long-term plan to house students for future years.  
 

Salvation Army food distribution 
The Salvation Army is partnering with the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank to provide a free food distribution on 
Wednesday, Sept. 8. For more information regarding location, time and a food distribution schedule, view this flyer. 

 
APS plus After-Hours Support for students and families 
After-hours support reopens on Sept. 20. APS plus After-Hours Support assists students and families with K-12 tutoring and 
academic support, family support services, social-emotional urgent support, technology and Google Classroom 
troubleshooting. Hours are Monday through Thursday from 4-7 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will be 
closed on holidays. Call 330.761.7943 for assistance. For information, visit akronschools.com.  

Educational and mental health resources   

• 5 Things Parents Can Do to Support Learning at 
Home 

• 9 Tips for Parents Navigating Online Learning 

• 22 Remote Learning Tips for Parents 

• CDC: Help Children Learn at Home 

• Online Learning Tips for Families 
 
APS social media  

• Facebook  @akronpublicschools 

• Twitter       @akronschools 

• LinkedIn   @akron-public-schools 

• YouTube  @Akron Schools 

 
 
 
 
 
 

General resources 
• Akron Summit County Library  
• APS Covid-19 Dashboard 

• APS District Website  

• APS Family Resources  

• APS Learning 2020-21 Google Site 

• Get 2 School/Stay in the Game 

• Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 

• Summit County Public Health 

• United Way 2-1-1 Resource Referral 
 
Forms and downloads 

• Help Desk Form 
 

All the resources below have clickable links for your convenience.  

https://www.onoursleeves.org/mental-health-resources/articles-support/school/preparing-kids-covid?sc_camp=2993235B8BC74306A062DC5E3CD660ED&utm_source=mailchimp-oos-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=on-our-sleeves
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/apsreopening/home-learning-2021-22#h.3yfamhy2a1u
https://www.scph.org/sites/default/files/editor/Coronavirus/Pop%20Up%208-31.pdf
https://www.scph.org/sites/default/files/editor/Coronavirus/Pop%20Up%208-31.pdf
https://www.akronschools.com/departments/student_support_and_security
https://www.clevelandbrowns.com/community/stayinthegame/
https://www.clevelandbrowns.com/community/stayinthegame/
https://mcusercontent.com/a4b4251cac24a922bc849199e/files/67d1ae6f-6df2-4bc1-b2c7-de27cab9b3e9/DOC012921_01292021102512.pdf
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://blog.edmentum.com/5-things-parents-can-do-support-students-learning-online
https://www.theladders.com/career-advice/tips-for-parents-online-learning-with-children
https://www.teachthought.com/technology/remote-learning-tips-for-parents/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children/learning.html
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/online-learning-how-to-prepare-child
https://www.facebook.com/akronpublicschools/
https://twitter.com/akronschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/akron-public-schools/
https://www.youtube.com/user/akronschools
https://www.akronlibrary.org/
https://www.akronschools.com/district/covid-19_dashboard
http://www.akronschools.com/
https://www.akronschools.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=409163&pageId=11798553
https://sites.google.com/apslearns.org/apsreopening/home-learning-2021-22
https://get2school.org/
http://education.ohio.gov/
https://www.scph.org/
https://www.uwsummit.org/211
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrHNXfRhg7hRsxSqyyi5HbDTHsUSpUqA0PYFgVMh0JNJKd4g/viewform

